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Versel

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved awretch like me!

| oncewaslost, but now am found;
Wasblind, but now | see.

Verse 2

"Twasgracethat taught my heart tofear,
And gracemy fearsrelieved;

How preciousdid that grace appear
Thehour | first believed.

\erse 3

Through many dangers, toilsand snares,
| have aready come;

"Tisgrace hath brought me safethusfar,
And gracewill leed mehome.

\Verse4

The L ord has promised good to me,
HisWord my hope secures,

Hewill my Shield and Portion be,
Aslong aslifeendures.

Verse5

Yea, when thisfleshand heart shdll fail,
And mortd lifeshall cease,

| shall possess, withinthevell,

A lifeof joy and peace.

Verse 6

Theearth shall soon dissolvelikesnow,
Thesunforbear to shine;

But God, Who called me here below,
Shdll beforever mine.

\erse7

When we' ve been thereten thousand years,
Bright shining asthesun,

We' venolessdaysto sing God'spraise
Thanwhenwe dfirst begun.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

Versel: Amazing, grace, wretch
Verse?2: rdieved

Verse 3: tails, snares, hath

Verse4: secures, Portion, endures
Verse5: mortal, cease, possess, vell
Verse6: dissolve, forbear

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,

perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Versel: How sweet the sound

Verse2: ' Twasgracethat taught my heart tofear

Verse3: many dangers, toilsand snares
Verse4: my Shield and Portion

Verse5: withinthevell

\erse6: Bright shining asthesun



Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the spesker?

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel

Explainwhy theauthor used the phrase* Amazing Grace.”

What isawretch?

Wastheauthor literally lost? If not, towhat isthe author referring?

Doyou think theauthor was physically blind? If not, towhat isthe author referring?

\Verse2
How can graceteach fear? How can gracerelieve one'sfear?
Why would grace be precious?

Verse3

When reading the phrase*” dangers, toilsand snares,” what do you think of ? (e.g., hunters, Pilgrims, settlers,
cowboys, crusaders, miners, sailors, soldiers, spies, missionaries, preachers, etc.)

Towhat doesthe author attribute safety to? Why do you think thisisso?

Verse 4

Who has promised “good” to the author?
Where doesthisauthor secure hope?

What will betheauthor’s“ Shield and Portion”?

Verse5

Discussand explainthisverse.

It would seem to contain many contradictions (thingsthat are ssemingly untruelikemorta life ceasing yet
having alifeof joy and peace). How do you explainthis?

Verse 6

I sthe author dismissing theimportance of creation (e.g., theearth) inthefirst lineor istheauthor referring to
something else?

Who called onthe author?

Verse7
Human life doesnot last ten thousand (10,000) years. Towhat istheauthor referring?
What will besung?
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What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefiveversesand the
refrain.

Discusshow thisverserelatesto thispoem. “Heanswered and said, Whether hebeasinner or no, | know
not: onething | know, that, whereas| wasblind, now | see.” (John 9:25)

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arrive at your decision?

Theauthor’ snamefor thispoem or lyricis John Newton (1725-1807). Hewasborn24 July 1725, in
London, England, and died 21 December 1807, in London, England. Hewasburied at St. Mary
Woolnoth Church, Lombard Street, London. When Mr. Newtonwas 7, hismother died. A few years
later, at the age of 11, John went to seawith hisfather. Hebegantolivehisliferecklessly and was, for 15
months, amistrested davein South Africa. It would seem two experiencesheavily influenced Mr. Newton
inbecoming aChrigtian. Thefirst was reading Thomas a K empisand the second was hisexperience
steering aship onawild seawhereheamost lost hislifeat age 23. Afterwards, he spent Six yearsmaturing
inthefaith whilebeing the captain of adaveship. Later, Mr. Newton went to Liverpool studying Hebrew
and Greek and meeting with Whitefield, Wed ey and formed alifelong friendship with William Cowper. He
became ordained and acurate at Olney, Buckinghamshire, in 1764. Hewould write under the pseudonym
Omicron. What ismost telling about thisman ishisepitaphwhich reads:

JOHN NEWTON, Clerk
Onceaninfidd andlibertine
A servant of davesin Africa,
Was, by therich mercy of our Lord and Saviour
JESUSCHRIST,
restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach
the Gospel which he had long laboured to destroy.
Heministered,
Near sixteenyearsin Olney, in Bucks,
Andtwenty-eight yearsinthisChurch.

Epitaph Vocabulary: infidel, libertine, restored, pardoned, appointed

Geography
Locate London, England, South Africa, and Liverpool on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Canyou find Olney, Buckinghamshire (England) onamap or inan atlas?
Compare/contrast the weather of England and South Africawith your own weather for oneweek.

Makeamea from England and/or South Africato serveyour family.

© 2002 Beverly Schmitt, all rightsreserved



Activities

1) Beadetectivel Gotothelibrary tolearn more about John Newton, ThomasaKempis, George
Whitefield, Wed ey and William Cowper. Why do you think individudslike ThomasaKempis, Whitefield,
Wed ey and William Cowper would have such ahugeimpact on Mr. Newton? If theseindividualswere
your next door neighbors, do you think they would have animpact onyou?

2) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animageof Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verseand
therefrain. (Note: that will be seven different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily
availableat home, make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhich will beyour
book’scover. You may want toillustrate your cover and includethe poemin your book.

3) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe event discussed inthispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

4) RadioDramal Withahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

5) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasconnected with Mr. Newton'slife (e.g., parents, fellow sailors, ThomasaKempis, Whitefield,
Wesley, William Cowper, membersof Mr. Newton'schurch, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of
areporter, watch and/or listento the newswith your parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick,
and to the point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

6) What isone of thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. 1f you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthemany different pointsthispoem
makes.

7) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the before and after (becoming aChristian) of Mr. Newton'slife.

8) Thepoem mentionsa® Shield and Portion.” Createadesignfor your family crest onashield.
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