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Versel Refrain
Faithof our fathers, living till,
In spite of dungeon, fireand sword; Verse 3
O how our heartsbesat high with joy Faith of our fathers, wewill love
Whenever we hear that glorious Word! Bothfriendandfoeinall our strife;
And preach Thee, too, asloveknowshow
Refrain By kindly wordsand virtuouslife.
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
Wewill betrueto Theetill death. Refrain
Verse 2

Faith of our fathers, wewill strive

Towinall nationsunto Thee;

Andthrough thetruth that comesfrom God,
Weall shdl thenbetruly free.

Vocabulary I1noneor two words define the following terms from the poem.

Versel: Faith, dungeon
Refrain: Refrain, holy, thee
Verse?2: Strive

Verse 3: foe, gtrife, virtuous

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse 1. dungeon, fireand sword; heartsbeat high with joy
Verse2: winal nations, truly free
Verse3: friend and foe, kindly wordsand virtuouslife

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ scharacter?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?



Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1. What ismeant by the phrase* Faith of our Fathers?’ Why do you think the author mentioned
“dungeon, fireand sword”? What isthe* gloriousWord”?

Refrain: Explainand discuss“Wewill betrueto Theetill death.”

Verse 2. What doesthe author say weareto strivefor? What doesthe author mean by the phrase“Weall
shall then betruly free’? Do you agree/disagree? Why?

Verse 3: Why do you think the author used the compare/contrast modefor “friend and foe” ? What does
the author say weareto preach? Do you agree/disagree? Why? Explain and discuss*kindly wordsand
virtuouslife”

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thethreeversesandthe
refrain.

How doesthe Bible definelove? For Scriptureverseshelp, check out thisinternet web page at
http:/Mmww.l ovetol earnplace.com/Speciad Days/Va entines/Bible.html

What doesthe Bible haveto say about loyalty? Loyalty meansbeing trueto aperson or cause. Canyou
think of any heroesinthe Biblethat wereloya?

Basicaly, perserverance means steadfast persistence. Give some Scriptureversesthat deal with
perserverance. Canyouthink of anyoneinthe Biblethat demonstrated perserverance? Canyou think of
anyone, past or present, that demonstrated perserverance?

What doesthe Bible haveto say about courage? Courageis not the absence of fear, but going ahead and
standing for theright in spite of one'sfear. Canyou think of anyonein the Biblethat demonstrated courage?
Canyouthink of anyone, past or present, that demonstrated courage?

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Thename of theauthor for thispoem or lyricisFrederick William Faber (1814-1863). Hewasborn 28
June 1814, Calverley vicarage, West Yorkshire, England, and died 26 September 1863, Brompton,
Kensngton, Middlesex, England. (Heisburied at Brompton Oratory Church, London, England.) Mr.
Faber’sfather wasan Anglican clergyman. Faber attended Balliol College, Oxford, and wasordained as
an Anglican minister becoming the Rector of Eltonin 1843. Withinthreeyears, Mr. Faber would switchto
Roman Catholicismand found the Brotherhood of St. Philip Neri, in King William Street, Strand, England.
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Geography
L ocate L ondon and England on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate West Yorkshire (England), Brompton (England), Kensington (England), and Middlesex,
(England) onamapor inan atlas.

Compare/contrast the weather of England with your own for oneweek.
Makean Englishmed for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will bethreedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’ snamewhich will beyour book’scover.
You may want to illustrate your cover and includethis poeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keep
itlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of
thispoem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthat reflect thispoem (e.g., Chrigtiansliving in ancient Rome, Pilgrims, western settlers, Dolley
Madison, Charlemagne, the Crusaders, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch
and/or listen to the newswith your parents' permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andto thepoint.

Remainobjective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of Faith of Our Fathers.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Frederick William Faber and shareit
withyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.

© 2002 Beverly Schmitt, al rightsreserved



