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Versel

Hear this, al ye people, hear,
Earth’'sinhabitants, giveesr;

All of highand low degree,
Rich and poor, giveheedto me.

\erse 2
Truthwith all my heart | seek,

And my mouth shall wisdom speak;

Hearkenwhileinlyricstrain
| make hiddenwisdom plain.

Verse 3

Why should | tofear giveway
When | seetheevil day,
Whenwithwickednessmy foes
Shall surround me and oppose?

\erse4

They that trust intreasured gold,
Though they boast of wedth untold,
Nonecan bid hisbrother live,
Noneto God aransom give.

Verse5

If from death onewould befree
And corruption never see,
Codlly islife'sransom price,

Far beyond all sacrifice.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

Verse 1. inhabitants, degree, heed

Verse2: seek, hearken, lyric, strain

Verse3: foes, surround, oppose
Verse4: boast, bid, ransom
Verse5: corruption, sacrifice

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,

perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse 1. Earth'sinhabitants, giveear, highand low degree

Verse2: lyricstrain

Verse 3: giveway

Verse4: trustintreasured gold
Verse5: Far beyondall sacrifice

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Whoisthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?
| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If itisabout apast event, doesthe

remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?



Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?
What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?
How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel
What isthisverse asking peopleto do?
Who should bedoing this?

Verse 2

What isthe author of thispoem seeking?
What will the mouth be spesking?

What isrequested inthethirdline?
What isto bemade plain?

Verse 3
What emotionismentionedinthefirst lineof thisverse?
What arethefoesdoing? Would thisstrikefear inyou?

Verse4

Explain: “They that trust intreasured gold.”

Discuss. “Thoughthey boast of wedth untold.”

Itistruethat providing for one’ ssalf and one'sfamily isvery important? Isitthemost important thinginlife?
Can human wesdlth untold pay God'sransom? Why?

Verse5

How can one befreefrom death?
Explainanddiscuss. “Costly islife sransomprice.”
Why would thisbe’ Far beyond dl sacrifice”?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each assertions or statements made for each of thefive versesin the above poem.

What doesthe Bible say about fear? courage? Give examplesof historical personsinthe Biblethat
demonstrate courage and/or fear.

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arrive at your decision?

Theauthor of thispieceisunknown. What doesthistell you about theauthor? (Doyouthink it could it
have something to do with humility? What doesthe Bible say about humility?)
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Thispoem isaparaphrase of Psalm 49. Definetheterm paraphrase. Read Psalm 49. Compare and
contrast thispoemwith Psaim49. Do you remember who wrote the Book of Psalms? Why would he be
concerned about fear? Do you think thislyric doeshonor or dishonor to Psalm 49? Why?

Activities

1) Poster. Makea"“Wanted: Dead or Alive” poster cutting out picturesfrom various magazinesto reflect
the sentiments of thispoem.

2) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will befivedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, makeatitle page with the name of the song and the author’ snamewhich will beyour book’s cover.
Youmay want toillustrate your cover and include the poem in your book.

3) Createyour own play! Consider having the main charactersof the play bethe Pilgrims, the settlersout
west, soldiers (American/Scottish/Dutch War of Independence, the crusaders, WWI/WWII/Afganistan
soldiers, etc.), or perhaps have your charactersbased in thefuture. Make sureyour script isshort and easy
to understand so that your playersare ableto act out what you aretrying to achieve. Record your creation
on videotape.

4) RadioDrama! Createascript for aradio dramathat representsthe message of thispoem. After
rehearsing your ideas, record it on ahandheld taperecorder.

5) Doyou know someonethat ishaving difficulties? Makeacard for them that youwould liketo receive
that usestheideasin this poem.

6) What isone of thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makea
meal that representsthe message of thispoem.

7) Developalist of individualsin history or infiction that demonstrate courage. What madethese
individuasunique?

8) BeaReporter! Eithwithyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individua sthat you think could be connected with thispoem (e.g., soldiers, pilgrims, settlers, kings, farmers,
preachers, children, etc.) Inorder to havethefast paced styleof areporter, watch and/or listen to the news
withyour parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and tothepoint.

Remain objective! Being objectivemansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of thesituation.
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