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Versel

Joinadl thegloriousnames

Of wisdom, love, and power,

That ever mortalsknew,

That angelsever bore:

All aretoo mean to speak Hisworth,
To poor to set my Savior forth.

Verse2

But O what gentleterms,

What condescending wayss,

Doth our Redeemer use

Toteach Hisheav' nly grace!
Mineeyeswithjoy and wonder see
What formsof love He bearsfor me.

\erse 3

Arrayedinmortal flesh,

Helikeanangd stands,

And holdsthe promises

And pardonsin Hishands;
Commissioned from HisFather’ sthrone
To makeHisgraceto mortalsknown.

Verse 4

Great Prophet of my God,

My tonguewould bless Thy Name,

By Theethejoyful news

Of our salvation came,

Thejoyful newsof snforgiv'n

Of hell subdued, and peacewith heav'n.

Verse5

BeThoumy Counsdllor,

My Pattern, and my Guide,
Andthroughthisdesert land

Still keepmenear Thy side:

Nor let my feet € er run astray

Nor rove nor seek the crooked way.

\erse 6

| lovemy Shepherd’'svoice,
Hiswatchful eyesshall keep

My wand' ring soul among
Thethousandsof Hissheep:
HefeedsHisflock, Hecallstheir names,
Hisbosom bearsthetender lambs.

\Verse 7

Tothisdear Surety’shand

Will I commit my cause;
Heanswersandfulfils
HisFather’sbrokenlaws:

Behold my soul at freedom set!
My Surety paid the dreadful debt.

\erse 8

Jesus, my great High Priest,

Offered Hisblood, and died;

My guilty conscience seeks

No sacrificebeside:

Hispowerful blood did once atone,
And now it pleadsbeforethethrone.

\Verse 9

My Advocate appears

For my defenseon high;

The Father bowsHisears,
AndlaysHisthunder by:

Not al that hell or sin can say
Shall turn Hisheart, Hislove away.

Verse 10

My dear dmighty L ord,

My Conqueror and my King,
Thy scepter and Thy sword,

Thy reigninggracel Sng:
Thineisthepower; behold | sit
Inwilling bondsbeneath Thy fet.



Verse 11 Verse 12

Now let my soul arise, Should al the hostsof desath,

And tread thetempter down; And powersof hell unknown,

My Captainleadsmeforth Put their most dreadful forms

To conquest and acrown: Of rageand mischief on,
Afeeblesaint shdl wintheday, | shall besafe, for Christ displays
Though death and hell obstruct theway. Superior power, and guardian grace.

Vocabulary 1noneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.
Verse1l: mortals, mean

\Verse2: terms, condescending, doth, heav' nly
Verse 3: Arrayed, pardons, Commissioned
\erse4: Thy, Thee, salvation, forgiv’n, subdued
Verse5: Thou, Counsellor, € er, astray, rove
Verse6: bosom

Verse7: Surety’s, dreadful debt

Verse8: guilty, conscience, atone

Verse9: Advocate, defense

Verse 10: scepter, Thine, bonds

Verse11: tread, tempter, feeble, obstruct
Verse12: mischief

Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapicture of what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurativelanguage the author uses!

\Verse1: gloriousnames, wisdomlove power
\Verse2: Toteach, mineeyes
Verse3: anangel stands

\Verse4: My tongue, joyful news
Verse5: run astray, crooked way
\Verse6: wand' ring soul

Verse7: brokenlaws, dreadful debt
Verse8: beforethethrone

Verse9: defenseon high

Verse 10: sceptor ... and sword
Verse 11: tread thetempter down
Verse12: guardiangrace

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersonal thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)



| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthepoem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? Isthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

\Versel: Towhat istheauthor referring when speaking of “gloriousnames’? Explainand discuss. “All aretoo
mean to speak Hisworth, To poor to set my Savior forth.”
Verse2: Towhat istheauthor referring when stating “ gentleterms’ and “ condescending ways’ ? Haveyou
thought of thisin thesetermsbefore? Why do you think theterms“O” and “Doth” wereused? Explain and
discuss: “Mineeyeswithjoy and wonder see, What formsof loveHebearsfor me.”
Verse3: Whoisinmortal flesh? Who standslike an angel? Why would this beimportant? Who holds
promisesand pardons? Who has been commissioned? Who has made grace known and to whom?
\Verse4: Whoisthe® Great Prophet” and why isthistitlecapitalized? What will theauthor’stonguedo? Why
doyouthink theauthor used theterms*Thee,” “forgiv’' n” and “heav’' n”? Why would*“ Thee” be capitaized?
What isthe*“joyful news’ to whichthe author alludesto?
Verse5: Whoistobea® Counsdllor,” “Pettern” and * Guide” and why arethesetitlescapitaized? Why doyou
think these particular titleswere used and arethey significant? Explainand discuss. “ Still keep menear Thy
side: Nor let my feet € er run astray, Nor rove nor seek the crooked way.” Why do you think the terms
“Thou” and* € er” wereused?
\Verse6: Whoisthe* Shepherd” and why would thistitle be capitalized? What doesthe Shepherd’seyesdo?
Why would thisbeimportant? Explainand discuss. “Hiswatchful eyesshal keep, My wand' ring soul among
Thethousands of Hissheep: HefeedsHisflock, Hecallstheir names, Hisbosom bearsthetender lambs.”
Why do you think the author used theterm “wand'ring” ?
Verse7: What ismeant by “ Surety’shand” and why issurety capitalized? To Whom or what doesthe author
commit himself? Do you agree/disagree? Why? Who answersand fulfillsbroken laws? What is set at
freedom? Towhat dreadful debt isthe author referring?
Verse8: WhoistheHigh Priest? Why isthistitle capitalized? What did theHigh Priest do? Towhat sacrifice
istheauthor referring? Explainand discuss. “Hispowerful blood did onceatone, And now it pleadsbeforethe
throne.” Why would thisbeimportant?
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Verse9: WhoistheAdvocate and why isthistitle capitalized? What doestheAdvocate do for the author?
Who bowsHisears? Why would thisbeimportant? Explainand discuss. “Not dl that hell or sin can say, Shall
turn Hisheart, Hisloveaway.” What isthesignificance of thelast twolines?

Verse 10: Whoistheauthor’s Conqueror and King? Why arethesetitlescapitalized? Towhat isthe author
referring to with theterms* scepter” and “sword” ? What isthe author singing about (line4)? Explainand
discuss. “Thineisthe power; behold | sit, Inwilling bondsbeneath Thy feet.” Why do you think theterms
“Thing” and“Thy” areused?

Verse11: What doesthe author’ssoul do? What isimportant about “tread[ing] thetempter down”? Whois
the Captain and why isit capitalized? What doesthe Captain do? Explainand discuss: “A feeblesaint shall
wintheday, Though death and hell obstruct theway.”

Verse12: Explainanddiscuss. “ Should al the hosts of death, And powersof hell unknown, Put their most
dreadful forms, Of rageand mischief on.” Whoissafe? Why?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements made for each of thetwelveverses.

Caleb (Num 13:30), Joshua (Josh 1:1-11), Jonathan (1 Sam 14:1,6-14), and Danidl (Dan 6:1-28) al seemto
take courageserioudy. Courageisdoingwhat isright eventhough oneisafraid. Giveother individuasinthe
Biblethat demonstrated courage. Givehistorical examplesof courage. After reading the newspaper, listening
to thenewson radio, or watching the news, can you think of any examples of courage presently? What will
youtell your grandchildren about courage? How will you encourageyour grandchildreninthischaracter trait?

Discussthisinlight of 1 Corinthians 16:13, “ Watchye, stand fast inthefaith, quit you like men, bestrong.”
What doesthe Bible say about love? Identify Biblical charactersthat demonstrated love. Canyou think of
anyoneelsein history that demonstrated this character trait in the Biblical sense? What will youtell your
grandchildren about love? How will you encourage your grandchildren in thischaracter trait? For more
scriptura helpsinlearning what the Bible saysabout love, go to theinternet page

http://Mmww.lovetol earnpl ace.con/Specia Day s/ Vd entines/Bible.html

Discussthispoeminlight of ...

Matthew 22:37" ... Thoushdt lovethe L ord thy Godwithdl thy heart, and withal thy soul, andwith dl thy mind."

Luke10:27"... Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
grength, andwith al thy mind."

Deuteronomy 6:5... "And thou shdt lovethe LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with al thy soul, and with
al thy might."

Mark 12:30... "And thou shatlovethe Lord thy God with al thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
mind, andwith al thy strength..."
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Discussthispoeminrelationship to dternativeeducation (i.e., homeschooling and private schooling). Specificaly,
2 Corinthians10:5 ...

Casting downimaginations, and every highthing that exaltethitself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience
of Chrigt... 2 Corinthians 10:5

Continuediscussng thispoeminrel ationship to dternative education (i.e., homeschooling and private schooling)
and relate sameto thefollowing concepts.

Cultural Mandate (what God said to Adam and Eve) ... And God blessed them, saying, Befruitful, and
multiply, andfill thewatersinthe seas, and let fowl multiply intheearth. (Genesis 1:28)

Dominion Mandate (what God said to Noah after the Flood) ... And God blessed Noah and his sons, and
said unto them, Befruitful, and multiply, and replenishthe earth. (Genesis9:1)

Great Commission (Jesus command that reaffirmed the Cultural and Dominion Mandates) ... And Jesus
came and spake unto them, saying, All power isgiven unto Mein heaven and in earth. Go yetherefore, and
teach dl nations, baptizing them in thename of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
themto observeall thingswhatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | anwithyou dway, evenuntotheend
of theworld. Amen. (Matthew 18:18-20)

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

The name of the author for thispoem or lyric is|saac Watts (1674-1748). Hewasborn 17 July 1674, in
Southampton, England, and died 25 November 1748, in Stoke Newington, England. Heisburied at Bunhill
FieldsCemetery, London, England. Watt'shad an interesting father who wasimprisoned two times for his
religiousviews. Mr. Watts studied Greek and L atin but declined an offer for astandard university education
preferring to attend the Nonconformist Academy at Stoke Newington in 1690. When Mr. Wattswas 20-22
he stayed at home and wrote the mgority of the hymnsfor Hymnsand Spiritual Songsthat werepublishedin
1707-1709. For six yearshewasthetutor Mr. John Hartopp’sson. Mr. Wattswasordainedin 1702.

"Give 'em Watts, boys, give 'em Watts!"

Interestingly, | saac Wattsisintimately connected with the American War of Independence. Inan attack upon
Springfield when the patriots wadding gave out, Rev. James Caldwell (of Huguenot descent) raninto a
Presbyterian church returning with hisarmsand pockets crammed full with Waits Psalmsand Hymnssaying,
"Now, boys, givethem Wetts!" The British offered large rewardsfor the capture of Rev. Caldwell, but to no
avall. Therefore, the British burned hischurch, shot hiswifewhile shewasin themidst of their ninechildren,
dragged her body into the street, and burned hishomeand out buildings.

© 2003 Beverly Schmitt, all rightsreserved



Geography
L ocate Southampton, England, and L ondon on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Stoke Newington (England) onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean English medl for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will betwelvedifferent illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want to illustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individual sthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, soldiers/sailors, George Washington, Oliver
Cromwell, Alfred the Great, Charlemagne, Moses, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter,
watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents permission. Keep theinterviewslively, quick, and tothe

point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.
5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses

the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of Join All the Glorious Names.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about | saac Watts (1674-1748) and shareit with
your family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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